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plex nature, blending all its notes to the utter-
ance of music. When the devil has control he
always bungles, but even his bungling may indi-
cate the possibility of music. A selfish man is
potentially an unselfish man. Sin is the devil's
inexpert, bungling hand laid upon an instrument
intended for God alone.

Thinking of this confession of James Smetham
that Christ was able to transform imagination
from an enemy into a friend, I was reminded of
an interesting passage in the history of Judah.
In its conflict with Israel the southern kingdom
was so far crushed as to be compelled to submit
to the indignity of having one of Israel's forts
. placed only about five miles from Jerusalem.
where it stood a perpetual insult and menace to
the royal city. When Asa, king of Judah, cap-
tured the fort he was not content to have it pulled
down. He carried away the sticks and stones of
the old fort and, with the very same materials, he
built two new strongholds to guard his capital
city. Here is the ancient record: " And they
took away the. stones of Ramah, and the timber
thereof, wherewith Baasha had builded; and King
Asa built with them Geba of Benjamin and